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Has Cordially Invited the 41
st
 Bombardment Group to Partake of and 

Experience Their Famed Southern Hospitality During the Dates of 
WEDNESDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER TO SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER, 2008 

 

PLEASE NOTE: OUR REUNION SCHEDULE IS MOVED BACK ONE 
DAY FROM THE PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED DATES. NOW, 

WEDNESDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER IS THE CHECK-IN DATE AND 
SUNDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER IS THE DEPARTURE DATE - THE 
BANQUET WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER  

 

 

GRACIOUS HOSPICE WILL 
BE POVIDED BY THE 

HOLIDAY INN RIVERVIEW  
 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATION ASAP 

 

CALL 1-800-766-4451 
AND TELL THEM YOU ARE 

WITH THE ELITE 41
ST

 
BOMB GROUP 

 

OUR SPECIAL RATE IS $89 
+ TAX = $100.13 FOR 
SINGLE OR DOUBLE 

A RIVERVIEW  ROOM IS $99 + TAX = $111.38 - YOU WILL NEED A 
MAJOR CEDIT CARD TO SECURE THE FIRST  NIGHT AND  

CANCELLATION  WITHOUT PENALTY MAY BE MADE UP TO 48 HOURS 
PRIOR TO THAT NIGHT - OUR SPECIAL RATE APPLIES TWO DAYS 

PRIOR AND POST THE REUNION DATES WITH LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
 

OUR SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET AND FESTIVITIES WILL BE HELD IN THE 

ROOFTOP HARBORVIEW RESTAURANT - VOTED BEST VIEW IN 

CHARLESTON – FEATURED ARE SPECTACULAR VISTAS OF THE ASHLEY RIVER 

AND DOWNTOWN CHARLESTON AND, AS SCOUTED AND VERIFIED BY THE 

GRANDSTAFF FAMILY, GOOD SOUTHERN VICTUALS 
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CHARLESTON REUNION NEWS: 
Rolf Grandstaff, as you have noted from 
developments reported on the cover page, has 
Baker-25 Tail No. 008 ready to roll and is now 
awaiting completion of your preflight duties. 
Crew Preflight Checklist: 

1. Call the HI Riverview (1-800-766-4451) 
and make your reservations. 

2. Complete the Sq. Registration Form on P 
3 of this newsletter and mail it with your 
check. 

3. Make your travel plans to Charleston and, 
if required, your CHS/HI Inn shuttle 
arrangements.  

The HI does not provide Airport/Hotel shuttle 
service, but does provide complimentary 
downtown shuttle service.      
 

AIPORT/HOTEL TRANSPORTATION: 
   Charleston Limo/Shuttle provides 
Roundtrip Airport/Holiday Inn Riverview service 
for $34 per person.  
Reservations may be made by calling 843-830-
7673, by email at ride@chastaxi.com or by 
logging on to their website at 
www.chastaxi.com.   
Pre-paid arrangements are guaranteed timely 
transportation. Transportation arrangements 
must be cancelled at least 24 hours in advance 
of pick-up time for a refund.  
   Taxi Vans which pull up just across the street 
from the exit area at baggage claim is an 
alternate mode of transportation. We 
recommend that you negotiate an agreed fare 
before using this option. 
 

HOTEL BREAKFAST:  Our HI room rate does 
not include complimentary breakfast; however, 
each room will receive three complimentary 
breakfast buffet coupons, redeemable any day of 
your stay. Rolf said the buffet and evening meal 
they had was very good. 
 

TOURS: Rolf has been working on 3 tours…and 
a possible block-buster extra! As of this 
writing (Early June) a few tour details are not 
firm. There could be some minor changes but, as 
of now, the tour scenario is: 
 

Charleston AFB Tour: Rolf has made 
arrangements with Charleston AFB for a tour of the 

base to include lunch. Possibly a walk-through tour 
of our USAF’s latest transport plane, the C-17 
Globemaster III can be arranged, but that is not 
certain at this writing. We depart our hotel at 
09:00 am, return 3:00 pm. on Thursday, 18 Sept. 
 

Charleston Harbor Tour - As you cruise through 
Charleston Harbor, view the lovely mansions along  
the Battery, watch the dolphins play alongside your  
boat; see Fort Sumter where the Civil War began,  
 

 

and hear stories about the pirates who frequented 
the harbor in bygone days.  Throughout the tour, a 

narrative is given about the many points of 
interest, including Castle Pinckney, Drum Island, 
and the Wando Terminal.  
Historic Charleston Tour – One of the most 
beautiful and historic cities in the south.  Possible 
sites we’ll visit might be the College of Charleston, 
Harleston Village    (one of the early suburbs of the  

city), the Citadel, the Military College of South 
Carolina, and the famous Battery with its elegant 
town houses built by planters and merchants in the 
18th and 19th centuries.  
 

The CHS Harbor & City tours will be combined on 
Friday, 19 Sept. and a box lunch is included. We 
depart our hotel at 10:00 am & return at 3:00 pm. 
 

The Blockbuster Extra – From Rolf: “Katrina, 
Erika, and I went to the New River Marine Corps 
Air Station Open House and Air Show on Saturday 
(one of the benefits of living in NC is all the USMC 
bases nearby).  Anyway, guess who we saw there?  
Panchito!  It was like stumbling into a reunion 
there.  Most all of the Panchito displays were about 

the 41st Bomb Group and when I told Larry Kelly, 
the owner and operator of the aircraft, who I was 
and about our reunion, he got really excited.  He 
was like, ‘Wow, oh I got to get Panchito down there 
for your reunion.’  He wrote my name, number, 
email, etc. and of course I told him about the 

website.” IF ALL WORKS WELL, WE HOPE TO SEE 
PANCHITO PARKED ALONGSIDE THE C-17. 
 
 

THE BANQUET:  
 

Happy Hour: Will be held in our Brobdingnagian 
[After Brobdingnag, a country in Gulliver's 
Travels by Jonathan Swift, where everything was 
enormous] Hospitality Room. Hors d’oeuvres, as 
well as libations, will be provided “on the house.”  
Save room for: 
 
 

The Meal: We’ll have an entrée choice of Prime 
Rib, Red Snapper or Chicken Cordon Bleu, a 
choice of Rice Pilaf or Oven Browned Potatoes 
and a choice of Cherry Pie or German Chocolate 
Cake for dessert. Not sure at this time how we 
are to communicate all these choices to the 
kitchen staff, but I’m sure we’ll find out.  
 
 

Guest Speakers: Late breaking news! The 
Commander, 437th Airlift Wing, Charleston AFB, 
Colonel John C "Red" Millander, has agreed 
to speak at our banquet on Saturday.   
 

Rolf will ask “Panchito” pilot Larry Kelly if he 
also might consider being a speaker at our 
reunion, perhaps at the base tour luncheon. “I 
thought Larry was extremely interesting to listen 
to.  He really knows and appreciates the place 
that the Mitchell has in history and told me just 
story after story about them and their crews, 
including the 41st.  He's a true believer.” 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ROLF GRAND- 

STAFF for making his first solo flight on April 13, 

’08. “I did 3 take offs and 3 landings flying the 
pattern. It was pretty exciting and the school took my 

picture afterwards and added it to their solo gallery on 

the wall in the classroom.  It's been windy so I've only 

been able to fly one more time since then when I did 

6 or 7 more take-offs and landings.  Next time is this 
Tuesday, weather permitting of course, and I think I'll 

go out to the practice area NW of the airport and 

maybe practice some ground reference maneuvers. 

I’m definitely having fun. I'd like to buy an airplane 

sometime later this year, maybe an Ercoupe or 
Luscombe 8A or one of those Sky Jeeps, the Zenith 

CH 701.  The aircraft I'm flying right now is an 

Allegro side by side 2 seater high wing w/ a 100hp 

water-cooled Rotax engine w/ your basic VFR 

instrumentation.” [ED.: There is no insinuated 

connection between this and the following article.] 

 

WWII AVIATION ACCIDENT STATISTICS: 
This is an email message forwarded by my good 

friend, Col. Max Axelsen, USAF (Ret), a WWII 

Pacific theater 46 mission B-24 pilot. The message 

quotes Barrett Tillman, an aviation author of note 

who is researching WWII losses for a new book.  
Tillman also writes for Tailhook magazine. 
 

For the new book I computed the AAF's average daily 

loss in combat for June '44: nearly 50 aircraft.  Today, 
if we lost that many in a year we'd probably park our 

air forces! 
 

A few of my acquaintances were wondering how 19 

year olds mastered high performance fighters with 

little training during WWII. I looked into it and found 

some rather interesting figures.  
 

This same question was brought up in the P-51 

Torque Roll discussion. The short answer is they did 

what they needed to do and accepted the losses. 
 

Unfortunately, it looks as if combat and accidents 

losses are usually combined when overseas. The 
information below sheds some light on the accident 

losses. The info is from the Army Air Force 

Statistical Digest WWII published in Dec 45. 

According to it, thousands of aircraft were lost due to 

accidents. 
 

In the Continental US between 1942 and Aug 1945 

there were 824 P-51 accidents, 131 of those fatal 
resulting in 137 fatalities and 358 aircraft wrecked. 

The P-47 was much worse with 3049 accidents, 404 

of those fatal with 455 fatalities and a staggering 1125 

airplanes wrecked.  

 

This is just the beginning according to the table. If 

you add up all the accident losses on that table you 

get 47,462 accidents, 5533 of which were fatal 

resulting in 13,624 fatalities and 12,506 aircraft 
wrecked. Keep in mind this was just in the 

Continental US. 
 

Also in the US looking at all AAF accidents from Dec 

41 to Aug 45 there were 52,651 accidents, 6039 of 

those fatal resulting in 14,903 deaths and 13,873 

aircraft wrecked. 
 

Branching out overseas gets difficult. As I mentioned 

previously, I can not find combat losses verses  

accidents. I also can not find specific type losses. But 
if you look at Airplane Losses in US and overseas, 

you will see that page two breaks out the Continental 

US verses overseas. 
 

There were a total of 43,581 losses overseas and 

21,583 losses in the US. Keep in mind this includes  

combat losses but I can almost guarantee nearly all 

the 21,583 Continental US losses were accidents. The 
Continental US does  not include AK and HI, the only 

places in North America that had direct combat with 

the Axis. 
 

While en route from the US to the theater, 909 planes  

were lost. 
 

Airplane losses on combat mission by theater states a 

total of 22,948 aircraft were lost during combat. If we 

subtract this from the 43,581total overseas losses 

figure above, we get 20,633 aircraft lost not during 

combat. 
 

I found these figures absolutely overwhelming and 
much more than I ever would have thought. Total 

losses due to accidents for WWII may never be 

known, or at least it is beyond my researching skills,  

but I do think it was in the thousands. Gives me even 

more appreciation for that generation. 
 

 

 On a lighter note, here are some other figures just for 

fun....9,707,109,000 gallons of gas used from Jan 42 

to Aug 45; 459,750,000 round of ammo expended 
overseas from Jan 42 to Aug 45; 107,886,000 hours 

of flying time from Jan 43 to Aug 45; 7,952,020 

bombs dropped overseas from 43 to 45; 2,057,244 

tons of bombs dropped overseas from Dec 41 to Aug 

45; 2,362,800 combat sorties from Dec 41 to Aug 45;  
299,230 aircraft accepted from Jan 1940 to Aug 45;  

808,471 aircraft engines delivered from Jan 40 to Aug 

45; 799,972 propellers delivered from Jan 40 to Aug 

45; 40,259 enemy aircraft destroyed Feb 42 to Aug 45 

      
 - Barrett Tillman 
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BIO: James L. McGrath, 47 Bomb Sq., and 
spouse Betty  have done extensive traveling since 
his retirement after 39 years w orking in sales 
positions for the National Cylinder Gas Co; but now , 
with advancing age (Jim celebrated his 90th in 
Oct.’07) their travel is confined to trips betw een their 
homes in Illinois and Florida. Their w orld travels had 
taken them to Europe, China and Japan as w ell as 
many points throughout the United States. Jim and 
Betty recently celebrated their 64th w edding 
anniversary .                                                                   

 

Their All-American family consists of their children 
James S. Jr., Thomas J. and Elizabeth K. Thomen 
and their spouses; grandchildren Gregory, Laura, 
Elizabeth, Scott and & Kelly and great grandchildren 
Tyler, Rylee and Connor. 
 

At age 23, w hile living at Villa Park, IL, Jim voluntarily 
enlisted in the aviation cadet program in order to 
select the branch of service he wanted. 
 

He completed Primary training at Uvalde, TX, Basic 
at Randolph Field, TX and Advanced at Brooks Field, 
San Antonio, TX. He then f lew  O-52s training 

Chinese off icers. He 
transitioned to B-25s at 
Greenville, S.C. and 
was assigned to Eglin 
Field, FL for torpedo 
training w ith the 47th 
Bomb Sq. 
 

His oversees combat 
experience began in operations off Makin Island in 
the Gilberts and it continued through the Okinaw a 
campaign.  
 

Jim w as awarded the Air Medal w ith clusters and w as 
discharged w ith the rank of Captain. 
 

Jim’s original aircraft assignment w as B25J #43805 
which he named “Luki-Bets” after his w ife, Betty. The 
nose art is a “Petty Gal” rolling dice. 
 

The crew  was: Pilot – Jim McGrath; Co-pilot – 
George Siefert (Dec); N – Joe McCrum (Dec); Crew 
Chief – Childress (Unk); Eng/Gnr – LeGrand Frei 
(Dec); Radio/Gnr – Bob Luss (Unk); Tail Gnr – Lucius 
(Lou) Brow n. 

 
BIO: Harold L. Newlander, 396 Bomb Sq., and 
spouse Betty Lou found it very convenient to attend 
the ’07 ABQ Reunion because they reside at 3113 
Colorado NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110. Feel free to 
drop them a note sometime. 
 

Harold and Betty Lou 
were married in May 
1945 w hile he w as still 
in the service.  They 
were blessed w ith four 
children, C. David, H. 
Alan, Mark F. and C. 
Amanda…w ho in turn 
have presented three 

more New landers, Dylan, Diana and Vicki, w ho in 
turn have presented f ive great grand                                              
children, Jacob, Jordon, Benjamin, Nevada and Carl 
Le Duc.  
 

Harold began his service as a 20 year old draftee 
from Erie, PA. He attended Fighter Armament School 
IN Denver, CO and Gunnery School in Las Vegas, 
NV before being assigned to the 396th Bomb Sq.  
He served as MOS 612 Armorer/Gnr w ith his original 
crew  of P – Paul G. Jameson; CP – Reuben E. 
Mono; N - Rollin P. Laird; Eng/Gnr - John C. Smith 
and Radio/Gnr – Zeke Leake. They completed 50 
missions in the Gilbert-Sullivan Islands campaign, 
seven low  level and 43 medium altitude. Their aircraft 
was nicknamed “Greeces Fat Boy.” 
 

Harold w as awarded the Air Medal w ith 5 Oak Leaf 
clusters, the Distinguished Flying Cross w ith 2 Oak 
Leaf clusters and the Purples Heart medal. He 
attended pr imary pilot training school at Lancaster, 
CA from April 18 to June 27, 1945 before being 
discharged in June, 1945 as a Staff Sergeant. 
 

Harold then enrolled at Cornell University and 
graduated June 1949. He w orked in the ice cream 
industry, retiring in 1984. He then consulted in the 
dairy industry until December, 2002. 
 

NOTE FROM Audrey I. Kehoe, w idow of Max L., 
47th Bomb Sq: I still enjoy reading “The Crow  Flight”  
even though I don’t know  anyone. I guess it ’s 
because my husband, Max, enjoyed it so much. 
How ever, there has been some changes and I have 
a new  address. 
Last July my son died of a massive heart attack. He 
was only 50. Because he is now gone, there was no 
reason to stay in Arizona. Also because of my ow n 
health issues, I can no longer live alone, so I have 
moved into an assisted living facility back in Iow a, 
where I lived most of my life. Since all 3 of my 
children are now  gone, I have some very good 
friends who sort of look after my needs and take me 
to Dr. appointments, etc. What would we do without 

friends? Until next t ime, I remain---Sincerely, Audrey 
I. Kehoe 
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Sent by Glenn Penner, Hq. Sq., who said that 
according to their roster, “Russ” was a pilot in 

the 48th Bombardment Sq. 

 

From Thelma K. Wood, Widow of William A., 820th 
Bomb Sq.     Dear Mr. Childs,  
 

   Over the years, Bill and I both enjoyed reading “The 

Crow Flight”…always looking for names he knew…and 
of events that others shared with your newsletter. Sadly, I 

am writing to report that Bill (William A. Wood) died in 

December 2006. 
   On Bill’s 85

th
 birthday (’06) he had written some notes 

to our children and I thought that some of you might enjoy 

reading some of his memories. 
   “Life on a farm, 5:30 a.m., 7 days a week, milking 7-10 

cows, and then off to school or plowing endless rows of 

corn while looking at a horse’s rear end. WWII Army life 
was ‘a breeze’ after farm life! My first  ride in an airplane, 

any airplane, was as a student in the Army Air Force. After 

my first flight, I wanted to quit  because ‘Thunder’ 
Tychman, our instructor, thought that all ‘farm boys’ 

should stay on the farm. 

   “I was one of the first  pilots ever picked to go directly 
from flight school and into combat. My 5

th
 ride, ever, in a 

B-25 was as a co-pilot to land on the island of Tarawa. The 
Marines were still fighting Japanese soldiers at one end of 

that island. No one told the Sea Bees that airplanes could 

not land on sand, so each plane had to be pulled from the 
sand on the runway with a bulldozer. We went to Tarawa 

with 16 B-25s. Only three of the original crews came back 

alive. 
   “ I was chosen to be the lead crew to fly some of the 

residue from the Hydrogen bomb ‘fallout’ to New Mexico. 

Prior to the test, we sat around for a week and watched as 
dozens of donkeys, monkeys, goats, etc., were tied to posts 

at various points within circular rings on the target island. I 

was to fly the remains of some of those test animals back 
to New Mexico for studies of the effects of the bomb 

radiation. One BIG problem…after the bomb went 

off…there were not only no animals left…there was also 
none of the island either! Later, when we flew over that 

area…it was just a deep blue spot in the ocean. 
 

 

  “The most dangerous and yet some of the best flying I 

ever did was when the Marines were surrounded at Khe 
Sahn in Vietnam. My aircraft  delivered both 100 Octane 

gas and ammunition while I flew the plane about 10 feet 

off the ground at ‘stall’ speed and while under enemy fire. 
   “ I landed a C-47 on the Greenland Ice Cap to pick up an 

observer who had, supposedly, been attacked by a polar 

bear…but it  turned out that he had just become lonely and 
he had lied about the bear. I once found a life raft  in the 

Pacific Ocean and I was able to keep it  in sight for 1½ 

hours and until the Air Sea Rescue got there.” 
Bill concluded his notes by saying that he felt “All in all, 

life has been very good to me.” He asked that his obituary 

read ‘Started rough, Ended Heavenly’.” 
   While I was not privileged to have shared   any of Bill’s 

USAF career years, I loved hearing him talk about them. If 
there are others who might  remember  Bill…would love    

to hear from anyone who might have memories or old 

photos to share with the family.          Sincerely,  “T.K.” 
 

Homecoming: Tell Rolf to tell them that there will be 

at least one coming to the reunion who was stationed 

at CAAFB in 1943 and is coming back home.         
Emery Tuttle, 1 Corinthians 13 

Ed: Now that I’ve read Emery’s, “And 

The Angels Sing,” I can personally & 

highly recommend that you get his book. 

It is easy reading, at times piquant, 
amusing, reminiscent and thought-

provoking…and always entertaining. See 

TCF #41, P9 for ordering details or call Emery at 

903-451-3029. [Elmer & JoAnne are 1
st

 to sign up for CHS.}                                              

 

From Bob Gollnitz, 47th Bomb Sq.: Jan. 5, 2008 

   Thanks for the No. 41. Couldn’t remember if I had paid 
for ‘07, so check of April 20

th
 said I did. I’ll  make it a little 

earlier this year. 
   Sure looks like our roster is going down fast. Reading 

the reports of the 86’s & 87’s leaving us, I’m looking 
forward to hitting 88 next month, Opel 87, and celebrating 

our 66
th

 together. The Dr., at my regular check-up 
yesterday, said every thing looked good, but said the slight 

rash I noticed on my left arm this week wa s the start of 
shingles. Can’t win them all, I guess. 

   We have been pretty lucky, striving to complete our two 
mile a day walk, until the first week in Nov. when Opel got 

hit with vertigo. Had some pretty dizzy days but back on 
her feet now. 

   Her eyesight is much worse but is sti ll  a hell of a cook 
even if I have to measure everything for her. 

   Enjoy reading The Crow Flight even if I can’t remember 
knowing any of the members attending the reunion. Keep 

up the good work. Sincerely, Bob G. 
 

Multiple Congratulations to Skip and Rene Thrune:        
Their 61

st
 anniversary was on Oct 2, ’07 & they celebrated 

it with a game of golf on Oct 4, which date coincided with 
Skip’s 86

th
 birthday. Skip carded an 87, only one over his 

age. [For non-golfers, shooting one’s age is considered a 
worthy feat.] Rene celebrated her 83

rd 
birthday at the 

Albuquerque reunion. They sure don’t act their ages. 
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ELMER L. LITTRELL,  

820
th
 Bomb Sq., age 84,  

of Lampasas, Texas and 
formerly of Mascoutah, 

Ill ., was born Aug. 23, 

1923 in Hunter, Mo., 
and died Jan. 21, 2008 at 

his residence from 

complications of Renal Cell Carcinoma. 
 

   Mr. Littrell  was a retired heavy equipment operator 
from International Union of O perating Engineers, 

Local 520 of Granite  City, Ill ., having worked with the 
union over 35 years. Twenty-two of those years were 

with Kilian Corporation of Mascoutah. Ill . He also 

farmed in the Shiloh Valley Township of St. Clair 
County, Ill . for a number of years. He was a member of 

the St. Clair Co. Farm Bureau until  he  moved to Texas 

in 1980. He was a current member of Lampasas 
County Farm Bureau. He loved talking about farming 

with mules when he was a boy. 
 

   Elmer served with the United States Army Air Corps 

as an armor gunner on Mitchell  B-25s in the Pacific 
during World War II, witnessing the atomic bombing 

of Nagasaki, Japan. He enjoyed history and recounting 

the war during annual squadron reunions. He earned 
numerous medals while in the service , including Bronze 

Stars, American Campaign, Good Conduct, World 

War II Victory Medal, Carbine and the Honorable 
Service  Award. 
 

   His hobbies included woodworking, art, gardening, 

reading, country western music, big band era music 
and cooking (especially baking cookies and cinnamon 

rolls). In his younger days, he won a blue ribbon at the 

St. Clair County Fair on his chocolate  cake. He could 
make the best “Cast Iron Dutch O ven Pot Roast and/or 

stew.” He strived for perfection in everything he did. 

He was a member of the Methodist Church until 
recently, when he moved to Lampasas, Texas and 

became a member of the first Presbyterian Church. 
 

   He was preceded in death by his parents, Harry 

Turley and Selina Marie , nee Harding, Littrell; his 
former spouse and mother of his children, Patsy Ann, 

nee Turman, Schrage; three brothers and four sisters. 
 

  He is survived by his wife , Joanna Pauline “Polly” nee 
Nuckles, Littrell , whom he married April 20, 1983, in 

San Marcos, Texas; three children, Robert (Lori) 

Littrell, Betty (Clyde) Crouse and Steve Littrell; nine 
grandchildren; a great-grandson; a sister, Julia 

Burgard; and numerous other relatives. 
 
    

Honorary 820
th

 Sq. Pallbearers: John Thrune - Bill Norling - 

Everett Drummond - Gus Anderson - Bill Childs - Morgan 
Malloy - Richard Rarey - Harold Moody - Jesse Rowe - Paul 

Brooks - John Conway - Tom McGuire - Craig Norton - 
Marvin Luzier - Jack Audiss - Herman Bader - Felix 

Dreyfus - Norm Geril – Emery Tuttle –  Art Love – Wallace 
Johnson -  Richard Giachino – Warren Lowell. Everett and 

Geraldine Drummond attended the Funeral in IL. 

 

 

Lt Col. WILLIAM KINGSLEY PFINGST, USAF 
(Ret), born on October 28, 1916, in Syracuse, Ind., 

died on February 18, 2008, in Citrus Heights, 

Calif., following a short illness. He was preceded in 

death by his parents Alta Arnold 

Pfingst and Laura Birdella 
Kingsley, his wife Miriam, and 

son Douglas. He is survived by 

daughter Vicki Pfingst (Sue 

Fast) of Sacramento, step- 

daughter Sandi Boydstone 
(James) of Hickory, N.C., five 

grandchildren, and nine great-

grandchildren. 

He was a premed student at Indiana University 

and Ohio State. During World War II, Pfingst 
served as Commander of Lefty's Wolf Pack, a U.S . 

Air Force B-25 flying squadron based in the 

Marianas. They were the first to make an aerial 

assault against the enemy positions on Tinian. 

Described as "a legend in his own time," he was 
fondly known as "Lefty." He was the first person 

to fly into Japan with General Douglas 

McArthur's staff. His medals include the Asiatic 

Pacific campaign, American Defense and 

Campaign, WWII Victory, Distinguished Flying 
Cross and one cluster, Air Medal with four 

clusters, American Occupation of Germany and 

Japan, National Defense Service and two unit 

citations. After WWII he was stationed in New 

Mexico, Germany, Texas, and California. He 
retired at Mather Air Force Base in 1961. He 

enjoyed a successful 20-year career as a realtor 

with Pfingst Realty. He was a member of Retired 

Officers Assoc., Daedallions, Solos, Sacramento 

and California Real Estate Assoc., to name a few.”  
 

“My father was an outstanding leader, a kind 

person, and a gentleman. He was grateful for his 
many blessings. He loved the Sacramento 

Monarchs and the Sacramento Kings basketball 

and went to every home game. He loved everyone 

he met, and they loved him, too. He will be 

missed." 
 

STEPHEN KISH JR. sdk1395@yahoo.com of 
Chambersburg, PA posted this message on 
our 41

st
 Bomb Group Don Haskell Memorial 

Website: “I finally found a place to let other 
396th Bomb Sq. people know that my father 
passed away 1/03/04. I think he was with 
the group from Sacramento, thru Fresno, and 
though most of the island hopping.” View a 
396

th
 Photo Show in honor of his father: 

http://photoshow.comcast.net/watch/Ec5rE4PX 


